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• Children develop literacy skills long before they read. 

• Young children who are read to regularly have a larger vocabulary, a stronger foundation of language awareness, and literacy skills at a younger age. 

• Children who are read to regularly by family members experience social-emotional gains and an increased likelihood of overall school success. 

 

Where does 

the time go? 
 

 
Ah ... September. Already? Where does the time go? 
We hear that question a lot in northern Michigan, 
where our lovely summers seem so short. Before we 
know it, the kids are back in school, the vacations 
are over, and the first leaves start to change color 
and fall.  
 
Consider for a moment, though, what it would be 
like to be incarcerated. Would the time—even the 
seasons—be so fleeting? Most likely not. Waiting to 
complete one’s sentence, waiting for a hearing or an 
appeal, waiting to be reunited with family ... waiting. 
At times it must feel unbearable.  
 
And then we find ourselves asking the same 
question as it applies to our children: Where does 
the time go? They grow up so fast! From infants, to 
toddlers, to first days in school ... and before we 
know it, they have graduated from high school and 
are off to college! Even having lived with our 
children the entire time, it can feel as if we have 
missed something. 
 
Incarcerated parents do miss something. They miss 
out on the day-to-day growth and development of 
their children. They miss out on the connection that 
defines family. They miss out on being a positive 
role model in the gap of months or years while 
separated from their children. 
 
Remain in Touch bridges that gap. We are 
committed, through books and literacy, and through 
partnership with our region’s jails, to helping 
incarcerated parents maintain connections with their 
children. We are committed to helping these parents 
provide a positive experience for their children, 
filling lost time with glimmers of nurture and hope.  
 
 

"Literacy is a bridge from misery to hope."  —Kofi Annan 

 

Creative Necessity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In April 2022, COVID restrictions were lifted for 
a second time and Remain in Touch 
enthusiastically returned to deliver its program 
in the Benzie County Jail. The Leelanau County 
Jail, however, continued its COVID restrictions, 
preventing us from resuming our program at 
that location. Not to be deterred, the Remain in 
Touch Board of Directors brainstormed ideas 
and came up with an interim method to help 
families stay connected until we are back face to 
face with Leelanau inmates.  
 

We compiled a folder for the jail library, 
including book lists and an invitation for inmates 
to select a new, free book for each of their 
children, ages 0-18. The user friendly book lists 
display colorful images of the book covers for 
each age category: babies & toddlers; early 
elementary; upper elementary; middle school; 
and high school. We picked the 10 most popular 
choices in each category from our book carts for 
inmates to choose from. After making their 
selection, the inmates fill out a form with the 
name and address (required) of the child for 
whom the book has been chosen. There is a 
rectangular space on the form to write a short 
personal message to the child as well. Remain 
in Touch collects the form, cuts and laminates 
the personal message onto a bookmark, and 
then sends the book and personalized bookmark 
to each child from their incarcerated parent.  
 

While this approach does not offer the same 
impact as voice recordings from the parents, it 
will keep the families connected and let the 
children know they are loved, thought 
about, and not forgotten. Thank you 
Leelanau County Jail for embracing this 
interim strategy for success! 

http://www.remainintouch.org/


The beat goes on ... 
 

Remain in Touch continues to spread the word 
about its literacy program and its positive impact on 
families affected by incarceration. This spring & 
summer, we presented to:  
 

• Rotary Club of Traverse 
Bay Sunrise 

• Rotary Club of Suttons 
Bay-Leelanau County 

• St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church, Beulah, MI  

• and to our community in 
an April 13th article in 
The Leelanau Enterprise 

 
If you or your organization 
would like to learn more, 
we’d love to hear from you: 
contactus@remainintouch.org 
 

 
Remember, if you are shopping 
online, you can continue your 
support of Remain in Touch by 
designating us as your nonprofit 
recipient through smile.amazon.com. Thank you! 
 

 

 
Visit our website for: 

• a complete list of our partners & supporters 

• the latest news about Remain in Touch  

• a description of our program 

• numerous ways that you can help 

• secure online donation via PayPal 

• a link to our complete booklists for ages 0-12 
and 13-18 at Brilliant Books 

 

Your generous support provides 
hope for incarcerated parents 

and their children! Please invest 
in a better future by donating  

online at  
www.remainintouch.org 

or make your check payable 
to  Remain in Touch and mail 

it to the address below. 
________________ 

 

Remain in Touch 
P.O. Box 553 

Suttons Bay, Michigan  49682 
231-499-0606 

 

Email: 
contactus@remainintouch.org 

 

 
 
 

Brilliant Books and Bay Books continue to be 
treasured supporters of Remain in Touch by featuring 
us periodically and offering a 20% discount on every 
book purchase for our program. Complete age-
appropriate booklists for our 0-12 and 13-18 
programs are always available in-store or online at 
Brilliant Books in Traverse City and in-store at Bay 
Books in Suttons Bay.  

This summer’s Vacation 

Bible School at Presbyterian 

Church of Traverse City 

spent the week exploring 

“ways of serving others.” 

Among the various services 

featured, the children 

learned about Remain in Touch from our founder, 

Connie Eisenhart. In a remarkable show of 

appreciation, the children gave us a basketful of 

notecards they had made themselves, and $134.36 

to buy books for our program. Thank you, VBS 

children! And thank you, Presbyterian Church of 

Traverse City for your partnership! 
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Thank 
you! 

Basket of Love 
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Thanks! 
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